I.  Heading
A. Les Miserables

B. Victor Hugo
C. 1862
D. Tragic Historical Fiction
II.  Biographical Information
E.  Victor Hugo was born in Besancon.  His dad was Joseph Hugo and his mom was Sophie Trebuchet. Hugo's dad was an officer in Napoleon's army and a professional soldier.  After his parents were divorced, his mother raised him. In 1807 Sophie took her family for two years from Paris to Italy. 

III.  Historical Information
A. During the time the book was written, there were many problems with the French government.  There were constant wars, fighting and rebellions among the people.  The poor people were getting poorer as the rich got richer.  The poor people often went to prostitution to make money, and that’s what made Valjean take a child, to care for it because it was an accident.  

IV.  Characteristics of the Genre
A. The genre of the book is tragic historical fiction.

B. The reason that it is a tragic historical fiction is because Valjean is just a poor man, who was sent to prison because he was stealing bread to feed himself.  He then kept trying to become a good part of the community but was constantly hindered by his conscience and societal faults. 

V.  Setting
A. The overall setting of Les Miserables is in France.  It takes place about 1830.  The story goes from the battle of Waterloo to the July Revolution for France.  It happens in little crowded and poor cities.  

VI.  Narration or Point of View
A. The point of view is a third person narrative.  The narrator knows everything that is happening throughout the book.  Often, the point of view is switched to types such as people talking to each other.

VII.  Main Characters
A. The primary character of Les Miserables is Jean Valjean.  He was once a convict, although his crime was stealing a loaf of bread.  His prison life hardened him even more, so when he was released from prison, he was a bad person.  He was softened and then wanted to become a good man.  He tried but was constantly hindered by himself.

B. Another important character is Bishop of Digne, M. Myriel.  He was first thought to be a greedy man, because that’s how most religious people were, but proved himself to be an extremely charitable man who kept less than half his money for himself.  He loved everyone; he even took Jean in when everyone else turned him away.  Myriel is the main cause for Valjean to try to become a good person.  

C. M. Thenardier is one of the most evil people of the book.  He is extremely greedy and gets all the money he can however he can.  He will organize crimes such as murder or robbery just to get a little more money.  He will serve who has the most money to offer, no matter who they are or what there intentions are.  He is so horrible that he would easily rob a poor man or his little adopted girl.

IIX.  Conflict and Resolution
A. The main conflict for this novel is man versus society.  Just because he was hungry and stole a loaf of bread, he is marked as a criminal in the eyes of society forever.   Because I am only reading half the book this quarter, I haven’t learned what the resolution is, but I can guess that Jean will end up becoming a good man with an honest job and ending happily like most books do.

IX.  Style
A. Victor Hugo has a very unique writing style.  He is inventive, witty, and sly in his writing, making it hard to put the book down.  He wrote however he wanted whenever he wanted.  He would switch back and forth from person to person, which is fun to follow in a book.

X.  Symbols/Symbolism
A. The main and most important symbol of Les Miserables is Myriel’s candlesticks.  They represent compassion and love.  If Jean hadn’t stolen them, Myriel could never have told him to become a good man.  Also, the candlesticks are a constant reminder to Jean to strive to be a respected citizen of France.  

B. Snakes and birds are other important symbols.  Hugo uses snakes to represent horrible people, such as the Thenardier family, because since the beginning of thought, people have believed the devil and his helpers to be in the form of snakes.  The symbol of the birds is symbolizing the goodness of people, because they are able to rise above their problems.  

XI.  Quotes of Distinction.
A. “The soul in darkness sins, but the real sinner is he who caused the darkness” (Hugo, 30).  This is the principle on which Myriel lives through.  He tries to bring everyone into the light, so that he won’t feel responsible for their sins.  

B. “His knees suddenly bent under him, as if an invisible power suddenly overwhelmed him with the weight of his bad conscience; he fell exhausted” (Hugo, 752).  This is when Jean first realizes how horrible his life has been and that he needs to repent of his crimes and become a respected member of society.

C. “Voltaire made fun of Needham’s attempt to reconcile the theory of spontaneous with the concept of God the Creator, and Voltaire was wrong, because Needham’s eels prove that God is unnecessary”(Hugo, 44).  This quote is horrible.  As I read it, it just jumped out of the pages like a shark.  So far, the book was about God and charity, then this quote just destroys everything, although I don’t think that I completely understand what’s happening around in the other pages.

XII.  Themes
A. The most recurring theme of the story was that of injustice.  Often times, people were unjust on their judgment towards Valjean.  They thought him a criminal for life.  Even when he adopted a prostitute’s daughter, people still were horrible to him by either refusing him or by stealing and misusing them.  

